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Interview: Barbara Elsborg
Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?
I’m a Brit and I live in the north of the UK on the edge of the Yorkshire moors. Very tempting to spend all my 
time staring out of the window, so I have my desk in front of a blank wall. I’ve had lots of jobs including selling 
cyanide – I always think people don’t believe me but it’s true! I write mainly erotic romance and I move between 
contemporary and paranormal and between MF, MM and MMF. But I’ve also written a non-erotic romantic 
comedy and a couple of psychological suspense novels.
Why exactly did you decide to start writing erotic fiction?
Lack of success in selling my stories! I had joined an online critique group called critique circle and was critiqu-
ing all sorts of different genres- one of which was erotic romance. The writer was Amanda Young. I was im-
pressed with the speed with which Amanda was accepted by a publisher. I really enjoyed her stories and thought 
– I could try that. So I did. It was really a matter of adding sex to the stories I’d already written.
Why do you think sex sells? 
The mantra is – sex sells and 50 Shades of Grey has proved it, as if it needed proving. But why does sex sell? I 
suppose because everybody is either doing it or wants to do it! There are so many books out there dealing with 
many different types of sexual experience in every sort of situation, imaginary or not, that more or less every 
taste can be catered for. The most graphic books open minds to areas that were once thought of, and still are by 
some, as evil and forbidden. The closed door books still sell on the secret of sex – the door might be shut but the 
reader uses their imagination to take the scene further. Erotic romance is written to excite, to entertain, to open 
up a new world that’s likely to be far removed from reality for most. It’s mostly what a reader can’t get in real life 
– unless you know a sexy vampire? In which case send him my way. 
Sexy stories are an escape and a safe one.
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
I can’t answer this one. Too many authors to choose from and I don’t have favorites! I actually read less erotic 
romance than other genres.
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
I don’t think I’ve ever found they flowed! Well, that’s not entirely true, when I’m in the groove, it’s easier but find-
ing that groove isn’t easy. I sometimes reread scenes I’ve written just to get me started and then plod away. I like 
to have intense kisses in my stories and once I’ve written the first kiss, I find the rest follows. I don’t plot anything 
before I write, and I’m the same with the sex scenes, they just happen. Sometimes I’ve intended to let the charac-
ters go all the way quite early on and then it doesn’t happen. I just go with the flow.
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
Chemistry or it’s just porn. I have to believe the pair or trio are deeply attracted to each other so that the reader 
will believe it too. So the details of characters and situation need to be there.
Getting the choreography right. People can only bend so much!  Arms are only so long! The fact that we have 
men coming and coming and coming when we know they really can’t is fine to a certain point but the physical 
act has to be realistic. (Unless they’re aliens then anything goes!)
Be different. The story and the sex need to be as original as you can make it. Not easy but if the sex isn’t different, 
then make the set up original.
Dialogue. I love dialogue. I love snark and fun especially in the sex scenes!
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
Sex and the amount of detail. Sex is the dominant element in erotica and in erotic romance, whereas in a ro-
mance it’s likely to be a more minor element. Erotica has pure sex with little plot. Eg Pool guy bangs every wom-
an in the neighborhood in full graphic detail and is pretty pleased with himself. No HEA needed.  The plot of an 
erotic romance novel is supposed to be sensually based –eg  Pool guy bangs every woman in the area but comes 
across one he can’t move on from. He gives up the others to be with her and they live HEA And a romance noveL

EG lonely women falls for her pool boy but does nothing. Pool boy falls for her but does nothing. Chapters fol-
low of will they, won’t they until they do and live HEA.
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot?
I might have the germ of an idea come to me, often before I get out of bed in the morning. Then I sit down at my 
desk, decide whether it will be a MF, MMF or MM, choose names (really important to me), possibly a title (I pre-
fer to have one from the start but I don’t always) and then I write. I don’t plan anything. I have no idea from one 
page to the next what is going to happen. It makes it more interesting but more difficult as I often have to back-
track to insert details. But I’m always amazed when it comes together and I find a theme I hadn’t even expected. I 
keep a note of the timeline as I write but generally, I write in a linear way and the story takes place over no more 
than a few weeks. I don’t think I’ve ever written a story where the characters knew one another before. Generally, 
they meet, get together, are driven apart one or more times and then get together again.  Sounds simple and it’s 
not.
Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would you go 
about distinguishing the two? 
I guess it’s in the eye of the beholder. I’d never be able to convince some people what I write is not porn. My 
mother – who’s dead – would be horrified at what I write. She used to turn off the TV if a woman bared a breast. 
The letters she wrote to the BBC! I think writing MM opens another can of worms. I see absolutely nothing 
wrong in same sex relationships. (Unlike my mother.) 
When you read porn, there’s no detail on what the participants are like, they have to be on each other as fast as 
possible with the aim of making the reader as hot as possible, and the words used tend to be cruder. 
There is more emotional depth and plot in erotica and more again still in erotic romance. 
If I’m asked what I write, I say sexy romances.
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, can you tell us a little about it?
I’m awaiting edits on a MM for Samhain called Every Step He Takes – which is about a young Russian musi-
cian and his bodyguard. Also awaiting edits on an MF for Loose-Id  called Jumping in Puddles about a selfless 
rain-dancing faery and a dark, brooding lord of a crumbling mansion. Plus, I’m also awaiting edits on a one 
night stand story for Decadent, a MMF set in a swingers’ resort and edits on a story for a new line Decadent are 
bringing out next year. Phew – a lot of edits. 
As for work in progress – I’ve started a MMF I’d like to try with a new publisher and I’m also a few chapters into 
a sci fi erotic romance set in Walmart. I really want to get cracking with that one!
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
For any writer of any genre – read! Make time to read because you learn such a lot – the way not to do it as well 
as the way to do it. What works for you as a reader can be used by you as a writer. Keep trying, you might not 
succeed straight away but every story written teaches you something. 

Kate Snow’s had enough of bad boys until a one-way swim in the ocean puts her on 
a collision course with one she can’t resist. Charlie Storm has turned being a bad 
boy into an art form. Already a famous pop star, mega-success in the movie business 
beckons until his inner demons send him spiraling out of control and right out to 
sea. The last thing he expects to do before he dies is crash into a suicidal woman.
When the worlds of these two strangers collide, their lives take an upward twist. 
In surviving the waves, they find they can’t stand to be apart, in or out of bed. Kate 
seizes a chance for happiness, seeing in Charlie a man she can finally trust to love her. 
Charlie can’t let go of Kate because she’s the only woman able to see the man he wants 
to be.
But the price of fame is high and when the world wants to drive you apart, life only 
seems safe in Kate’s bed. 





Interview: Jenna Ives
Welcome Jenna! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?  
I’ve been writing since age eleven. I’ve always wanted to be an author, and ironically, my career jobs (journalism, 
public relations) have always focused primarily on writing. These days I love writing erotic romance because -- 
let’s be honest -- there’s nothing better than hot sex with someone you care about Both my contemporary erotic 
romances The Initiation Of Isabella and Snow White And Her Seven Lovers have some really steamy and creative 
lovemaking!
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre? Why do you think sex sells? 
Sex is an important part of any good relationship – it’s just a natural part of life! I think everyone is interested in 
sex, and for women readers in particular, I think erotic fiction can open them up to new ideas and possibly add a 
spark to their current relationships.
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
Emma Holly, J.R.Ward, Eden Bradley, Leigh Court – there are many, many talented erotic romance & erotica 
authors out there! 
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
At the beginning of my career, I tried writing in many different genres, but erotic romance was my first sale. I 
think the best sex scenes are the ones that focus on the emotions the characters are feeling, not the mechanics of 
what they’re doing.
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
In an erotica story, the focus is more on sex than on a relationship, so you have to make your sex scenes memora-
ble -- whether that be edgy, unique, creative, etc/  
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
Very little.  An erotic novel may be more explicit and honest about sex, but EVERY healthy romantic relationship 
involves sex. 
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the 
characters in your books? How about the plot?
I’m one of those “what if ” writers.  As in, what would happen if 
a guy mistakes a girl for someone else (The Initiation Of Isabel-
la).  Or, what if a girl wakes up in a hospital ER with amnesia and 
nowhere to go on the day she’s discharged (Snow White And Her 
Seven Lovers). 
Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornogra-
phy are one in the same. How would you go about distinguishing 
the two? 
Pornography is gratuitous, simply a graphic depiction of sexu-
ally explicit scenes. Erotica is meant to stimulate, but in a much 
different way. Pornography is visual; erotica is cerebral. And we all 
know that the brain is the largest sexual organ we have!
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, 
can you tell us a little about it?
Look for my erotic romance Programmed For Pleasure in early 
2013.  Check my website at www.jennaives.com for updates!
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
Always try to imbue your sex scenes with as much emotion as 
possibly – if you do, a reader will remember your characters long 
after she’s forgotten what position they were in during sex. 



Losing My Sex Scene Virginity by Sonia Hightower
When I penned my first romance novel, I said, “I’m not going to have a sex scene. Nobody needs it. We all know 
part A goes into part B.” And so I wrote a lovely little story about two people meeting, falling in love, all that, and 
though I had them “doing it”, it was closed door. They entered room, shut door, kissed, said words of love, end of 
scene. The next scene was pillow talk.
This book got contracted with a romance publisher. I received my first edits from an editor. To the right of my ms 
was a little comment box. “We don’t do closed door sex. Tell us what happens here.” And even though there was a 
little smiley face with it, I gasped. “Noooo! I cannot write sex! My family will disown me!”
I said this to the editor. The editor asked the higher ups. They said, “No sex at all, not even implied OR the scene 
must be there.”
This being a contemporary romance and the characters being who they were, I needed them to have relations for 
the story line to reach the satisfying conclusion (yes, that’s a pun) I was aiming for. I felt between a rock and a 
hard place (another pun). I was deeply embarrassed and frustrated by this turn of events. A consultation with a 
very important person was in order.
I texted my dad. The conversation went something (not exact) like this:
Me: Dad! So I signed over this romance story I wrote, and they want me to add sex! And it’s already contracted! 
I’m so upset!
Dad: Why?
Me: Cause it’s SEX! How will you and mom feel about me writing that?
Dad: Sex doesn’t have to be nasty. Make it special between two people that love each other. It will be a beautiful 
thing then.
And later, my editor said, “It will help show their relationship evolve.”
After two hours of pulling my hair, texting my dad, emailing my editor, and ranting to my pug, I finally sat down 
at the computer and wrote my first sex scene.
I’ve wrote many more since then. I even had to create a pen name as I was writing racier and racier stuff. You 
could say I finally broke a barrier (bad pun!) that night. The book has done decently. It’s well-liked, and readers 
really love the romance between the characters.
I ran into the same awkward moment when I subbed a f/f story a few months ago. The publisher liked it, said 
they wanted it, but added a note, “Now’s a good time to add that ménage.”
*sigh* There was a reason that ménage was missing. I didn’t want to write it! LOL
Regardless, I texted my husband, griped at my pug, sat down, and typed. And you know what? I actually enjoyed 
it. *grins*
You can see the results of my labor in When Hubby’s Away, the Ladies Play from Secret Cravings and then again 
in January, when my second ménage is released with the same publisher. The first of my Napa Valley Naughty 
series, Ladies Uncorked. Yes, you can tell I enjoyed it. *cheeky grin*

***
Sonia Hightower is a pen name for Tara Chevrestt, a deaf woman, former aviation mechanic, writer, and an edi-
tor. She is most passionate about planes, motorcycles, dogs, and above all, reading. That led to her love of writing. 
Between her writing and her editing, which allows her to be home with her little canine kids, she believes she has 
the greatest job in the world. She is very happily married.
Sonia writes the racy stuff and argues that she was here first. She just wasn’t allowed to be unleashed until the last 
year.
They both agree, however, that strong is sexy, and they don’t write the average, simpering damsel. They write 
about women who see what they want and obtain it.
While Tara and Sonia continue to fight over the laptop and debate who writes the next book, you can find buy 
links, blurbs, and other fun bits on their website: http://tarachevrestt.weebly.com/index.html or their Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tara-Chevrestt-Sonia-Hightower/218383211513877.

Natalie is looking at six really lonely months when she kisses her 
husband goodbye before he heads to the Middle East on a deploy-
ment. So when he suggests she seek comfort in the arms of her sexy 
girlfriend, Mariah, and Mariah appears to be open to the idea herself, 
she does.

A night of passion and peaches and cream body oil turns into a very 
close relationship, but when Natalie tells Chase in a letter what is 
going on, she discovers he was joking, and he is now afraid of losing 
her.

How can she convince her husband that she can, will, and does love 
them both and will part with neither?



Interview: Kali Willows
Welcome Kali! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?
Thank you for having me! What can I tell you….I’m a mother of two beautiful children and happily married to 
my very own romance hero! A counselor by trade, my career ambition is to shift to being a full time author and 
screenwriter. 
For the most part, I write paranormal romance, as well as erotic, urban fantasy, contemporary, there isn’t much I 
haven’t tackled in the paranormal realm, but I’m amazed how new inspiration continues to drive me. My stories 
vary, from vampires, to dragons, ghosts, psychics, parahuman abilities, gargoyles, angels, demons, druids, wiz-
ards and more.
I have been blessed with having an amazing, erotic romance short series I was invited to write for; the 1Night 
Stand with Decadent Publishing. I have seven stories out, my newest release: Dragon Temptation, came out Oc-
tober 31, 2012, and there is yet another coming out in the new year, Tantric Storm. 
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre?
Well, That’s a funny story…I went to my first Romantic Times Convention, as a newbie author in Los Angeles in 
2011. I had two published books under my belt, although, I was still fairly green in the publishing world. 
I met some incredible ladies there who were beaming with enthusiasm about this brand new short series they 
began. After a week of mingling and becoming acquainted, a few of these amazing people, pitched the series to 
me, and suggested I consider writing for the line. 
Instantly, my muse kicked into action and formulated a plotline that I HAD to write. They loved the idea and 
encouraged me to submit it…a month later, I did. My editor responded back to my submission, she loved the 
storyline, but….(don’t you hate that word?), I forgot one major element of the story…
“What would that be?”
“Well Kali, the sex.”
“Excuse me?”
“It’s an erotic romance line, didn’t you know that?”…
Needless to say, I delved into adding the erotic scenes, and I got hooked. Our Decadent editors often joke about 
1NS being “author crack,” and I can’t dispute the theory. After seven stories, I’m already knee deep in my next 
one…another dragon story. 
Why do you think sex sells? 
My belief is that, sex is such an intrinsic part of human nature, but has been repressed in western society for so 
long, most of us are ashamed of our interest in it, and of our need to indulge in it. But we are genetically hard-
wired to seek it out.
Everyone enjoys sex, (well, at least I hope that’s the case), but let’s face it, even kissing in public is still, for the 
most part, considered taboo. So talking about it, reading it, getting past the enforced inhibitions is next to impos-
sible—at least publically, for our own personal fulfillment.  
Then, enters: the alluring marketing ploy. It pulls people in by their inherent nature, and voila, we have interest, 
which means, by this point, we will likely have a sale, be it, books, alcohol, cars, perfume, and just about anything 
you can plaster a photo or some suggestive tagline on.
That girl in the mini skirt and crop top, licking her lips as her breasts spill over her push up bra is enticing people 
for…oh, that’s right: a beer? Or anything that consumerism is pushing with her heaving mounds.  Sex is still the 
forbidden fruit, and satisfaction, is but momentary from one romp to the next, IMHO 
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
That’s a tough question. There are so many amazing authors and stories out there, and never enough time to read 
them all. I haven’t spent a lot of time picking through the NY Times best sellers, but have read some pretty spec-
tacular books that have stayed with me! 
JoAnne Kendrick is a paranormal and erotic romance author. Her book “Dracula’s Kiss” was so beautifully writ-
ten; it drew me into a world I was never daring enough to read before. Another, Jessica E. Subject, her “Celestial 

Seduction” was riveting. It gave me new interest in futuristic or sci-fi types of stories. Now…? Let’s just say, with 
the authors I’ve been reading lately, I’ll need to take a second job just to feed my reading addiction!
Others I love, Liz Crowe, Mahalia Levey, VS Morgan, Desiree Holt, Olivia Starke, it’s endless, and it seems unfair 
to list, as there is always someone left out, who truly deserves recognition. I think, now, we are in an age, where 
we are so fortunate to have such a huge variety of authors, styles and genres, there is something for everyone. 
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
I had written a few erotic scenes in my first two books, and it manifested on the pages right before my eyes. 
Everything I envisioned evolved so beautifully, but I have to admit, my comfort zone in submitting it, having 
people read it, just wasn’t there. I was also incredibly bad for writing purple pros in the beginning.
Until I entered the world of Decadent, I think I can safely say, I was pretty naïve about how popular, and readily 
accepted erotic romance fiction was. 
Now, my comfort level is little shy of yelling from the rooftops: “that’s right! I write naughty books and I’m proud 
of it!” My husband decided to showcase my collection of book covers. He framed them and hung them all on in 
my office, I now affectionately refer to as, “my wall of shame.”
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
For me, it’s about the buildup. Erotic romance is mental foreplay, and if it’s haunting, stays with you long after 
you’ve finished reading it, stains your memory and leaves you longing to relive the experience, that is the essence 
of true erotic romance. Of course, the HEA or HFN component has to be there for it to truly be erotic. 
I’m all about romance with three dimensional characters that draw you in, not necessarily the sex alone, al-
though, that is the fun part. It’s the ups and downs, the suspense, that black moment of despair, and of course, 
the tear-jerking resolution. 
I love the concept of pushing personal limits and boundaries, in a safe venue without the worry of the morning 
after. How else can people experience and indulge in having multiple partners, and downright dirty sex without 
consequences? Erotic romance doesn’t just paint the picture of the deed itself. It’s the upsurge, the anticipation, 
and then, the beautifully crafted description of the moment in such a way, the readers feel as though it’s their 
own personal experience. 
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
I think the difference is subtle, albeit, graphic: a romance novel gives all the nuances of having the intimacy in a 
budding relationship, but the author leaves it behind closed doors, only eluding to the act itself. Erotic romance 
doesn’t close the bedroom door. It invites the reader in, to partake in the passion and fulfillment the characters 
get to enjoy. For me, it’s the payoff to being invested in the romance and the journey. Maybe it’s the voyeur in me 
When I read a romance novel, without the erotica, I still enjoy it. Great writing makes any story an adventure, 
but being a visual person, having the erotic element gives such a feeling of completion, and satisfies my curiosity 
of how the characters would play out the most intimate moments of their relationship. 
All in all, I want the romance. The relationship is pivotal for me, so, essentially, I can’t have just one without the 
other, I want it all! Sex and romance  
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot?
From time to time, ideas hit me like a brick, and haunt me until I finally pound the keyboard, spilling it out into 
something legible. On occasion, I’ll get a little writer’s block. Research on topics, pictures, places, cultures, differ-
ent aspects of the story, will often spark the inspiration again. My characters scamper through my brain, in what 
seems a ready-made mix of personal flaws, strengths and motivations. 
Other times, I may be inclined to plot outlines first, and the ideas follow. Some books virtually write themselves 
by the time I get to my laptop, other times; I have to wait, read, re-read, self-edit, until the pieces fall into place. 
My personal preference is to fly by the seat of my pant when writing, but that isn’t always the outcome.
I do have a confession, and perhaps a little challenge to my readers…Most times, naming a character, is a very 
methodical step for me, and the first piece in character development. 
I play on words with key meaning to the story, elements that stand out, heritage, etc. When I create a character, 
or for that matter, translate the character in waiting onto paper, the meaning of their name, and cultural 



influence often reflect the title or special symbolism in the story. 
I’ll give you an example:
In Double Dragon Seduction, a story about identical twin brothers with a dark legacy that poses a threat to their 
lives, their names are: Tatsu and Yong Li. Both of their names mean the same thing. If readers research Chinese 
names, there is a particular symbol of the story, (or animal,) that pops up for both…Can you find out what it is?
Most stories I write, there is some symbolism like this in the characters names, either the given or surname, and 
sometimes both! Gives food for thought, doesn’t it? *sports an evil grin.*
Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would you go about 
distinguishing the two? 
Great question! Some critics commenting on the 50 Shades phenomenon, referred to erotica as “Mommy porn.” 
In a nutshell, I think erotica is about the journey, the graphic deetail which is straight forward and to the point. 
It may not always have a HEA, but we experience the hero/heroine’s journey in full, including the indulgence. It’s 
not naked pictures, but it is highly descriptive writing.
Pornography, IMHO, is the proverbial, “wham, bam, thank you mame,” version of gratification, no story, no jour-
ney, just the graphic images of naked people. 
Erotic romance, is a different ball of wax from porn or erotica. It is romance first, sex comes with it, but the rela-
tionship is the main focal point. 
The uprising of erotic romance in recent years supersedes the stacks of porn magazines men would hide under 
the bed, in the bathroom, or in the garage with the toolbox. When we think back about the mindset of those days, 
those smutmags became the unspoken, but acceptable sexual outlet for guys who wanted that visual stimulation 
of seeing beautiful women. 
In erotic romance, I think women readily seek the stories out because books are the psychological stimulation we 
crave. Eye candy on the covers is enticing, but the cerebral images of being swept up in the viral arms of a hand-
some heroes gets the juices pumping. 
I would be amiss if I didn’t acknowledge the male romance fans. They too, seek the carefully crafted words of love 
and sex to indulge in the relationships, adventure, intrigue and overcoming trials and tribulations. 
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, can you tell us a little about it?
Yes! In the 1Night Stand Series, my first dragon book called Double Dragon Seduction, wouldn’t let go of my 
muse. A second story emerged, just released Oct. 31, Dragon Temptation, but alas, my stubborn inspirational 
guide is still obsessing with dragons, and now…a mix with a gargoyle under a dark curse…
I have a number of WIP, some get left by the wayside, and I will go back, and re-familiarize myself with it to get 
them finished. 
I have a novella/which may just end up a full length novel about angels and redemption, almost completed, and 
the best for last: I have an entire series outlined that I can’t say too much about just yet, except that it’s the most 
epic outline I’ve had, and it will be twelve stories!
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
I would offer the same advice given to me in my writing journey. Write everything you feel inspired about. Don’t 
worry about getting it perfect at first. Some of your best ideas come from the purging of inspiration, and then you 
can shape it later. At the same time you write, read other erotic stories and authors. 
Find your own personal voice, everyone has one. That’s what will appeal to your readers when you get going. 
Develop your style, but really educate yourself on great writing! There are writing groups, classes, critique groups, 
and fantastic editors that can help you hone your craft. Even after publishing nine books, and having several oth-
ers completed, I can still look back to my earlier works, and see the changes in my writing.
My final piece of advice, is don’t ever stop writing, and don’t let discouragement deter you from your goals. Get-
ting published can be a long, arduous process. Don’t waste time while searching for a publisher or agent. Keep 
doing the search, but also use that time in limbo waiting to learn the ropes of the publishing industry, and im-
prove your writing as you go. Eventually, when you are ready, it all comes together.

Therapist Laura Wellington is eager to end her sexual 
dry spell. Her skill of helping couples achieve per-
sonal happiness is illusive in her own life. She jets off 
to a small island in Spain for a spectacular night of 
mind-blowing pleasure through the services of 1NS, 
but her match has a challenge that might make her 
goal unreachable. 

Declan Tempest hasn’t had a climax in years. Not 
because he can’t, but because he won’t; his dire fear 
for the consequences of fulfillment deter him. Declan 
turns to the aid of Madame Eve to create a match that 
can allow him the satisfaction he desperately needs, 
despite the challenge he deems a dark curse. 



Interview: Emma Jay
Welcome Emma! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?
I’ve been writing seriously for a dozen years, starting out with romantic suspense. I’ve written contemporaries 
and even a historical before I tried my hand at erotic. 
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre?
I was in a critique group with two erotic romance authors and they challenged me to try my hand at it. What I 
found was, once I got past those certain words, it was so liberating. I didn’t have to hold anything back! I was 
hooked. Plus, I was able to focus on the romance, something I hadn’t done in my romantic suspense or histori-
cals. It was so much fun.
Why do you think sex sells? 
I think for the same reason as I like writing it--women find it liberating to read about their deepest fantasies. 
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
Melissa Schroeder is my very favorite, and Elle Kennedy. I love their series, with sexy heroes and strong women 
who love them. And an up-and-coming new author who writes damaged heroes and heroines is Mia Downing. 
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
I found it hard at first, living in fear my mom might read them, but then they became my favorite parts to write. I 
love the culmination of the sexual tension that’s built through the book. Now, some days are harder than others. 
In fact this past weekend I had to write two and it was very hard getting into the groove. You know what helps? 
Channing Tatum.
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
You have to have characters people care about. I mean, if he’s a jerk or she’s a bitch, or they’re boring characters, 
who cares if they get together? Besides, if you’re writing deep characterization, if you know these people so well, 
then the lovemaking will flow naturally. What I mean is, the love scenes will flow from who these characters are. 
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
This is something I struggled with when I started writing erotic romance. I thought erotic romance had to be 
based on some sex-themed story, like a DJ who talks about sexual positions or something like that. What I’ve 
learned is that erotic romance, at least the ones I write, is that you can take a regular romance and just deepen 
the sexuality. Maybe the characters in regular romances do some of the same things, like play with toys, but we 
don’t read about them. Erotic romance lets the writer fully indulge her sexy imagination.
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot?
Trust me, it was hard at first, because of my earlier misconceptions. But now I get an idea in a flash and I work 
my way through it, deciding if it should be an Emma book or one written under my other name. I tend to write 
Emma books short,  so that’s a consideration--how much development does the plot need? As for characters, I 
take myself and go as far on the other side of the adventurous scale as I can! 
Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would go about 
distinguishing the two? 
Oh, dear. I don’t even like to call my books smut in a joking manner. Again I think it goes back to the emotional 
connection, the connection between the characters who aren’t just having sex to have sex, and the connection 
between the reader and the characters. To me, porn has a titillation factor. I’ve read some erotica like that, but I 
prefer books where I root for the characters to be together, longterm. 
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, can you tell us a little about it?
I am! I’m working on a series about a wildland firefighting crew, hot shots. The series will be the Blackwolf Hot 
Shots, and I have 2 books plotted, but am planning for 4, including a menage, which I swore I’d never write again, 
lol. Too many body parts! I have the crew chief falling for a rookie, a hot shot falling for the sister of his best 
friend (a recurring theme for me, no idea why), then I need to plot the menage and the best friend’s romances.

I’m excited, and hoping to get at least the first one, which is 1/4 of the way written, out by Christmas.
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
My first advice is for any writer: write what you want to write, what makes you happy. And Never Never Never 
Give Up. I wrote seriously for 7 years before I sold.
My advice particularly for erotic writers--read the genre and expand it in your own unique way. Try it all until 
you find what you love to write!
Where to find me:
Website: http://emmajayromance.com/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Emma-Jay/154235604624868?ref=hl
Twitter: @emmajayromance
Pinterest (where you can see the inspiration for my hot firefighters):  http://pinterest.com/emmajayromance/

Joslyn Alexander has done a good job at keeping herself distant--from everyone but 
her best friend from high school, Andrew Norris. He’s been there for her since her 

parents died and helped her get on with her life, then went on with his.

Now he’s home from the army and he wants something more. He accompanies her 
to her friend’s wedding in Hawaii, where they zip-line, hike, and dive with sharks. 

But the real risk he wants to take is to make Joslyn fall in love with him.

She’s so good at protecting her heart, she doesn’t know how to give it. Will he be 
able to change her mind?

Kennedy Stacey couldn’t be more down on her luck. Her father, a 
rodeo cowboy, recently passed away after a long, expensive illness. The 
medical bills, combined with his habit of gambling and the fact that 
she had to quit her job to take care of him,has left her homeless and 
with no place to go but back to the rodeo. She tracks down Luke Del-
aney, one of her father’s proteges, and asks for help. 
Luke Delaney thought of Red Stacey as a father. Kennedy didn’t call 
him when Red was sick, so he didn’t get to say good-bye to the man he 
loved like a father. He can’t forgive her for that, and turns her away.
But when she turns to his brother Liam for help instead,Luke steps for-
ward, partly because of his concern of how his brother the player will 
treat her, and partly because he knows her father would want him to. 
Since she’s homeless, she has to stay in his tiny RV. At first close quar-
ters lead to sparring as they fight their attraction--and she fights to 
have some kind of independence when she’s leaning so heavily on him. 
But nature can only hold out so long, and despite their better judge-
ment, they give in to their desires. 
But Kennedy is afraid he’s taking her body in payment, and he’s afraid 
of the feelings he has for her as he gets to know her again, the feelings 
he hasn’t let himself feel since they were sixteen years old.



Erotic Romance verses Erotica by Lynda Bailey
For about half of the twenty years that I’ve been writing, I’ve written erotic romance. I’m sure other authors in 
this sub-genre can relate to well-meaning friends and family members who describe our work as *porn.* But 
instead of getting defensive (like I used to), I now smile and say, “I write porn, with a plot.”

What does that mean? 

It means I write stories, with extremely explicit and detailed love scenes, where the plot is centered on the ro-
mance and not just on the sex. An emotional connection has to exist between my characters which, in turn, will 
cause the reader to (hopefully) care about them and the outcome of the story. Will the hero and heroine conquer 
all to end up together? Will there be a *happily ever after* or at least a *happily for now* ending?

In my opinion, this is the fundamental difference between erotic romance and erotica. Both sub-genres have 
plots and characters who have goals, motivations and conflicts. But it’s the emotional connection between char-
acters which leads to stronger GMCs and thus stronger plots.

Take the porn classic, DEBBIE DOES DALLAS. The cheerleaders’ goal is to raise money. Why? Because the head 
cheerleader, Debbie, wants to try out for a fictional pro squad. The conflict comes when Debbie’s parents refuse 
to pay the airfare to said try outs. When the girls can’t raise enough money from legit jobs, they turn to more 
exotic—and graphic—means. 

This movie has a plot, although a contrived one, with characters who have goals and motivations, albeit thin 
ones. But there’s no connection between the characters, past the physical ones. No way could this movie ever be 
categorized as a romance. 

Beautiful auto mechanic, Michaela Anderson, has never 
known a man’s touch and, at twenty-six, she questions 

whether she ever will. Then high school heartthrob, Scott 
Trehune, comes home and she sees the opportunity to 

fulfill her dream.

When his beloved grandmother unexpectedly dies, 
Scott goes back to Tatum. Drowning in grief, he turns to 
Nonie’s mechanic, Mic, for comfort and finds much more 

than he bargained for.

Lives, like streets, can run parallel or they can cross. 
Sometimes those crossroads lead to heartache or they 

lead to hope.

Spirited repo owner, Rory Dawson, agrees to be what she isn’t in 
order to save her father from a prison sentence. Now Pop is safe, but 

is her heart?

Handsome banker, Kane Williams, has made a deal with a most 
provocative devil in hopes of securing a coveted promotion. All his 

life Kane has endeavored to be the best, to erase the failure of his 
father. Will years of work be forfeited for a woman, albeit the sexiest 

one he’s ever known?

From opposite sides of the tracks, Rory and Kane forge an unlikely 
friendship. Soon, that friendship becomes a steamy relationship. 
Through trial and pain, they battle to have the love of a lifetime.

In contrast, there’s the award winning movie, THE 
PIANO. While the love scene(s) between the Ada 
(Helen Hunt) and Baines (Harvey Keitel) aren’t nearly 
as graphic as the ones in DEBBIE DOES DALLAS, 
they’re still plenty hot. Plus, the romance between 
Ada and Baines is clear. Their poignant relationship 
makes the viewer root for them to overcome any and 
all obstacles so they can be together forever.

Now, before I receive hate mail from erotica authors 
and/or readers, I want to emphatically state that 
there’s nothing wrong with penning erotica stories 
or enjoying them. It’s just not my favorite vintage of 
wine.

As authors, it’s our job to write the stories that are in 
our hearts—whether or they’re erotica, erotic ro-
mance, sweet, or anything in-between. If we don’t live 
up to that responsibility, we won’t be very good at our 
jobs and our readers will call us on it. Every time. 



Darlene by David Russell
(A Sequel to An Ecstatic Rendezvous)

It had been quite a while since that last delicious foray – so long had the special, alluring phone number been ly-
ing in the top of my desk drawer, together with its seductive picture in the back number of Rendezvous magazine. 
Everybody is constrained a bit by workaday routines; so there had to be an anticipatory gap of a few days to get 
the savour right.
At last came the big day, a Sunday: the hours, minutes, seconds really dragged by as the crucial time came up. 
I allowed myself a generous margin of time in case there was a long wait for the bus. As it happened, one came 
about ten minutes after I had reached the top. It was nearly empty, so I had the illusion of luxury during the ride, 
which passed some leafy parklands. 
When I arranged the date, she did not give me her address over the phone: I had to ring her from a call box when 
I reached the stop by the shopping precinct – she had had some difficulties in the past.  When I got through, she 
sounded a little bit surprised: “I thought we’d agreed it was to be three o’clock, not two (drat! I thought; is this 
another bit of my muddle?) but after a tense pause of half a minute or so, sensing I was a little flustered, she said 
“ok; call me back in about half an hour.”
Fortunately there was a newsagent’s where I could get a copy of The Times and, immediately outside, a park 
bench where I could do the crossword and keep my eyes from being glued on the clock all the time. Come thirty 
minutes up there were, of course, six people queuing outside the phone box. I wandered off round the block in 
exasperation; fortunately, there was another booth, unoccupied, just round the corner. I’d taken the step of load-
ing up with masses of loose change; the booth, typically, cooperated after initially being obstructive.

* * * *
Funny tower block she lived in. Entering through its luxurious exterior, I found it a bit stale and fusty within. She 
lived on a high floor. There were two lifts: one for the even-numbered floors and one for the odd. Needless to say, 
I tried the wrong one first – only to discover that there were no steps to the landings – above or the below.  
When she came to the door, she looked a bit different from her photograph; that must have been taken some time 
ago. Her hair was auburn, lank, down to her shoulders, slightly crinkled. Not as dark as in the photo – really nice, 
though. She was wearing a scarlet silk blouse and straight, ankle-length black velvet skirt – seemed pretty much 
the right amount of flesh. 
We had a modicum of preliminary conversation, as casual and laid back as it could be in view of our encounter 
having been arranged and premeditated. Darlene smiled:
“I sense that we’re both quite stressed out, isolated; so we can help each other.” She proceeded to  show me a 
picture of two children, a girl of about ten and about of about eight. “I’m only allowed limited access”, she sighed; 
“it does hurt a bit . . . do you have any?” I shook my head, feeling perhaps a comparable ache. Her response was 
to take me by the hand: “I lost one; I wanted to; I had to, but it still hurts. But we have to look on the bright side, 
have to heal past pain with pleasure: I sense you are delicate.”    
Her bedroom had a cosy charm about it: lush maroon carpet, purple velvet curtains, a mass of wardrobe items, of 
all kinds and colours, piled higgledy-piggledy on the shelves. 
Once again I felt a delicious tinge of novelty and adventure, my thrill of anticipation enhanced by my having been 
rooted in the ‘hard to get’ era, which led me to impose another variety of ‘hard to get’ on myself. There was fur-
ther spice in the rarity and distinctness of the encounter – just as that retro gear turned me on when I walked past 
the boutiques, browed in magazines and on the net. 
Darlene turned to me and looked me in the eye: “I told you on the phone I have a diaphanous slip, but I can’t 
seem to find it . . . I’ll have another look in a minute.”
Her sorting out the wardrobe felt like a happy rummage in a charity shop. I noticed that the climax swimsuit was 
there on the radiator – royal blue at the top, scarlet and white striped at the bottom, high-cut. After some rum-
maging, perhaps partly calculated to heighten my anticipation, she unearthed a long shift, dark grey; it felt half 



way between an evening dress and a nightie. Darlene indicated a silk body stocking with suspender attachments. 
“Shall I remove these” she asked. “Yes,” I replied, “I am one of those few blokes who aren’t turned on by suspend-
ers.” She shrugged her shoulders with a grin: “It’s so heartening to know that there are one or two of you around.” 
For me, suspenders detract from beautiful legs; it looked so much nicer with those attachments removed. Her 
soft hands negotiated the clips with impeccable ease; the separated strands looked cute, ready to be put into a 
homely knitting or sewing basket. An extra buzz to see those garments before they cover that beautiful body 
from which they are to be so gracefully, rapturously removed, with an extra glow as they counterpoint the body 
from a distance!
We edged together; our lips got close. I took a deep breath. Our conjoint smile fused into an exquisite sensation 
clinched with tongues. Breathless, we drew apart.
“You’ve got too many clothes on” she said. We put our hands together as if playing pat-a-cake; then the hands 
delicately got down to serious business.
I took off my shoes and socks. “Perhaps you can remedy that” I replied, raising my arms. 
She had a bit of trouble with my trouser button. “These things always irritate me” she said. Once they were 
released, and my legs revealed, she felt my waist, and up to my chest beneath my singlet. Everything came off 
smoothly, down to my briefs. It’s great to have your girl strip you off first for action, marvelous boost to the con-
fidence – as it is sometimes to have those outspoken grrls wolf-whistling at men’s thighs, yelling our ‘gerremoff ’ 
and declaiming their lust poems. 
Our lips held together as I unbuttoned her blouse and skirt – airily off, upwards and downwards, one to lie on 
top of the other, in anticipation of our later step. The body stocking looked truly alluring under the subdued, 
shaded reading lamp. 
“Nice body, darling?”
“Beautiful; no flab. Pretty good for your age.” (I’d had a heady shot of the rejuvenation potion, felt at the physical 
apex . . . Fitness routines are sexy, aren’t they – press-ups in toning preparation for press-downs.) Her firm but 
gentle hands pressed my shoulders, waist and thighs.
I took her by the hand for us to sit together on the bed. “Let me tell you my fantasy story,” I breathed: “You’re on 
the balcony of this super hotel in Bermuda, wearing your slinky purple evening dress. Slowly this gorgeous hunk 
comes into view, strolling along the beach. He’s in a loose dark blue singlet and white boxer shorts. He comes 
into view, you make eye contact. He waves and lifts off the singlet; you feast your eyes on that gorgeous torso, 
those fabulous pecs. You wave, slowly take down your evening dress, and show yourself to him in your beautiful 
lingerie. He follows suit with his shorts, and beams at you in the glory of his black trunks. You thrust yourself 
into a black Hollywood one-piece, and rush down from the balcony. Gazing in adoration, you fuse into a tight 
embrace . . .
Darlene took over the story: “Along to a deserted stretch of beach, hidden by the dunes. We embrace, peel down 
out costumes, bathe nude, and then . . .” she took a deep breath.
With these words in the background, we changed into our swimwear. Lingerie, body stockings, swimsuits; it 
is interesting to compare them. Things which are a little harder to remove are, on balance, more of a turn-on, 
though it’s a close-run thing. All those film fantasies flooding into real life.
“One-pieces are so much sexier, aren’t they, darling? I’d never buy a bikini.”
“The water in that lagoon is deliciously warm; it caresses, absorbs our bodies as our bodies will each other.”
“It’s time to unwrap the parcel” she said with a smile. Her deft hands lifted my top, stretched the boxer shorts 
elastic ever so slightly, and got me down to my trunks. I throbbed through her eyes with me heightening sensa-
tion. In return, I put my hands under her shoulder straps, and kneaded her firm breasts. I felt her spine, down to 
the edge of the plunging back line. She felt my hips through my trunks: “I want them off ”; firmly, but delicately 
the obeyed her will. I welled up to respond – that transcendental thrill, taking off a girl’s bathing costume for 
the first time. There was a visionary flash of grasping Esther Williams’ shoulder straps. I got an extra thrill as the 
costumes resisted removal at the level of Darlene’s ample hips. 
I love the two-way process, the going back and forth of wardrobe changes, really helps to build up momentum, 
dress, undress change, undress . . . we really welded and clinched our bodies; they burned and fused into each 
other; they glowed with pulsing inner light amidst the seductive half-darkness. Their interaction was both

penetrative and non-penetrative; hands and lips went on working non-stop as all the other parts of our bodies 
were engaged.
Every climatic change, every modulation of storm and calm, was encompassed in our delicious mutual orches-
tration, hands, lips, tongues and groins making exquisite chordal harmonies.
After our blissful climax, she faced me. “How do you get so gorgeous?” she asked. “And you’re so civilized” she 
hummed. “I really love doing it with you; you make love with your head too.”
We chatted informally, afterwards as before. She used to run a video company – lots of hassle, sixteen hours a 
day, often working through the night. Managed to change to being a freelance, with more flexi-time to breathe. 
“Have you had any interesting – bizarre encounters?” I asked. 
“A few aspiring writers – one of them came armed with a complete fantasy script. He asked me to learn my lines 
by heart, and do an imitation West Country accent. “
“I do like a taste of the theatrical,” I replied, “but I don’t think one needs to be that clinical about it.”
Garments and belongings were duly picked up. “By the way,” I said, as my parting words, “I think you are a be-
liever in non-penetrative orgasms.” “I certainly am,” she replied, “and now I’m going to have a gorgeous bath”.
“The two best ways to unwind,” I replied. She smiled. 
If it is one’s destiny, self-imposed or otherwise, to trek vast deserts, one can certainly make the most of the oases.



Why Do I Write Erotic Romance? by Alannah Lynne
A non-romance writer recently asked me, “Why do you write what you do? What’s your goal? To make people 
think? Get them turned on? Make them angry?” 
I assume the last was in reference to my BDSM romances, but the question still shocked me and immediately put 
me on the defensive. “If I make my readers angry, I’ve obviously done something wrong,” I retorted. 
Then I took a step back and thought about the questions objectively. They were posed by a single, young man… 
pretty much as far away from my target audience as I could get. I wouldn’t expect him to understand why I write 
erotic romance.
But the questions stuck with me, and I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about them. Why do I write erotic ro-
mance… especially when I started out writing sweet inspirationals?
The first answer is easy. My characters are exhibitionists who demand I leave the door open. In the beginning, 
every time I tried to shut the door on a love scene, leaving the details to the imagination of the reader, my char-
acters revolted.
They started having sex on the beach, or on balconies overlooking the beach, where there weren’t any doors to 
close. They wanted my readers to not only see the physical connection they were making, but to experience the 
visceral responses and feel the emotional connection, as well. 
They wanted the reader to experience everything.
My characters mix it up with variety and fun and games to avoid the same ‘ole, same ‘ole, missionary-style-sex-
that’s-over-and-done-in-two-minutes. But the sex is always an integral part of the story. If I can take out a love 
scene and nothing changes emotionally with the characters, then I’ve tossed in gratuitous sex that needs to be 
reworked. 
Something has to change for the characters during that scene, something that advances or complicates their rela-
tionship, or I’ve wasted words and my readers’ time. 
Which brings me to the second reason I write erotic romance. I want the reader to experience the ride (pun 
intended) along with my characters. If the reader is single, I want her to experience an epic love, to feel the 
emotions along with my characters (which, I suppose, might be anger sometimes), to share the adventure, and to 
have hope that she can also have that kind of relationship, if that’s what she chooses.
For married readers… after ten, fifteen, twenty years of marriage, things sometimes become stale. They definitely 
will if the couple doesn’t make a conscientious effort to keep things new and fresh. Romance novels, of all genres, 
can help with this. 
They keep that fire burning deep inside the reader, reminding her of what new and exciting passion feels like. 
They also offer ideas on how to keep the relationship fresh. 
A reader may leave a book open to a particular scene and ask her partner to read it. Or, she may read it to her 
partner, then say something like, “This sounds interesting. What do you think?” Depending on the partner’s 
response, she has her answer and they can proceed from there. They can either scrap the idea altogether, re-enact 
the scene as it reads, or modify it in a way that’s satisfying to both. 
A lot of couples read erotic romance together. A male friend says, “I read to my wife, so a good sex scene is one 
where she makes me put down the book. A good sex scene has to be descriptive, but also realistic.”
My goal is to make my readers feel: emotionally, mentally and, if I’ve gotten the sex right, physically. And, hope-
fully, if I’ve done a really good job, they’ll put the book down in favor of some quality time with their partner. 
Bio: Alannah believes there’s nothing more magical than finding the other half of your soul, experiencing fiery 
passion, and knowing you’ve found happily-ever-after.
She loves going to work each day (in sweats and a T-shirt) and writing about hot heroes and feisty heroines who 
torment each other in the most delicious ways before finding their happy endings.
She lives in the coastal region of North Carolina with her husband, who also happens to be her best friend and 
biggest fan. They have two sons, a dog, a cat and an outrageous number of ducks and geese that inhabit the pond 
on their farm. She loves chatting and making new friends, so visit her on the web at www.alannahlynne.com/ or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/authoralannahlynne



Interview: Suzanne Rock
Welcome Suzanne! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?
I’m a stay at home mom of two little girls (7 and 5). I’m also the social media coordinator for Pink Petal Books 
and I teach beginning writing courses online (http://suzannerock.com/?page_id=64). Under the Suzanne Rock 
pen name I write paranormal and contemporary erotic romance with both M/F and ménage pairings. I am 
currently working on creating a main stream pen name that will write contemporary romance and romantic 
suspense. This new pen name will be linked to Suzanne, but I haven’t determined what this new pen name will 
be yet.
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre?
I didn’t choose erotic fiction, it chose me. One of my closest friends, Lauren Hawkeye, thought I’d be good at it 
and encouraged me to try it out. I did and it sold (who knew?). I guess you can say that the rest is history.
Why do you think sex sells? 
More than any other genre, erotic romance is about sexual fantasy. I think women like exploring their sexual side 
in a safe environment. Erotic romance (and erotica) fulfills that need for self discovery and physical satisfaction 
without any risk.
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
LOL, there are so many of them!
I love how Cherise Sinclair writes BDSM. In my mind she is the master. No one can compare.
I love Lauren Hawkeye’s prose. There is just something very…musical about her writing. I grabs you at the first 
sentence and holds you for the length of the story.
I love Em Petrova’s logger and cowboy stories. She has a knack for writing country boys. I haven’t seen anything 
quite like it. It’s like she understands them in a way other authors can’t.
I first cut my teeth on erotic romance by reading Megan Hart. To me, she is one of the of the people who really 
helped shape the genre what it is today. I love how flawed her characters are, but yet they are still very likable. 
That takes talent.
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
Writing sex scenes has always been difficult for me. In the beginning, it was overcoming inhibitions. Then it was 
exploring kinks and figuring out what worked for me as a writer and what didn’t. Now, it’s more about making 
each sex scene unique and different.
Because writing sex doesn’t come naturally for me, I’ve reached out to other writers who might be having a 
similar problem. I’ve written a book with Em Petrova called “Writing Sex When You Don’t Feel Sexy.” (http://
suzannerock.com/?page_id=982). I also teach a class about writing sex scenes. (http://suzannerock.com/?page_
id=747). If I can do it, anyone can. 
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
Emotion, emotion, emotion. Your characters need to have clear motivations and high emotions. Otherwise it’s 
just porn.
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
A romance novel focuses on the characterization of two people, their relationship, and how they move toward a 
HEA (happy ever after).
Erotic romance is a romance novel between two people who like kink in the bedroom.
Erotica is about self discovery. It focuses on one person and his or her emotional journey, using sex as a catalyst.
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot?
I get ideas from everywhere. Reading, movies, magazines, people watching…often my stories are combinations 
of all of these. I normally start out by thinking of a scene. Then I do a brief chapter by chapter outline. Then I 
draft. I find that if I don’t plot before hand, the story wanders and loses its focus.

Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would go about 
distinguishing the two? 
As I said before, pornography is about the physical gratification. Erotica has emotion and story. It’s about self 
discovery and the emotional journey. This may or may not end in a HEA.
In erotic romance, there is always a relationship and always a HEA.
I don’t write erotica, I write erotic romance. There is nothing wrong with erotica. I just prefer romance.
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, can you tell us a little about it?
I’m working on the sixth and final installment of my Ecstasy Spa series, Mind and Body. This follows the Spa 
owner, Celeste, and her boyfriend. The relationship and the spa are failing, and when a sexy construction worker 
shows up at the spa Celeste gets an idea of how she can save both.
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
Don’t ever give up. This industry is very tough sometimes and can get you down. Don’t let it. Surround yourself 
with people who support you and keep writing. Remember why you decided to become a writer in the first place.

[Menage Amour: Erotic Paranormal Menage a Trois Romance, 
M/M/F, with M/M, witches, bondage, blood play, HEA] Cyrah 
Harris has denied her pagan heritage and tried to live a normal 
life, but visions of two sexy strangers refuse to leave her alone. 
She senses trouble in their auras, and knows she must try to 

insert herself into their lives to stop it. Her strong attraction is 
difficult to control, however, and one miscalculation leaves her 
captured by a powerful Coven and tied to a Master Warlock’s 

bed. When Roman Maddock recognizes Cyrah as his destined 
mate, he makes every effort to keep her close. He lusts after the 
sexy witch, but can’t deny his attraction for his personal guard, 
Sam Roberts. His emotions are torn, and Roman is unable to 
bind himself to either of them. Then he learns that Sam and 

Cyrah feel the same. Cyrah has an idea of how all three of them 
can become mates, but doing so would involve extremely kinky 
sex, denying ancient warlock tradition, and putting all of their 

lives in grave danger.



Label Me Erotic by Kelly Gendron
When I first started writing, I didn’t pay any attention to labels, genres, sub-genres, themes, or categories. I just 
told the story the way I wanted it to be told. The men in my books—those dominating alpha males—well, they 
tend to take right over.  And let me tell you, they’re not after heart flutters, blushes, and sweet little sighs; nope, 
they’re going to reach deep inside to get the heart racing and the thighs clenching so they can provoke cries 
(sometimes screams) of pleasure.
When I submitted my first novel to publishing companies, I decided to label it “romantic suspense.” As it so 
happens, I had really written an erotic/romantic/suspenseful/contemporary novel! Hello, labels! Wait—label 
me erotic? I honestly can’t say I was going for that. Maybe we could call it my inner hot-blooded, middle-aged 
woman’s imagination hard at work? Now, there’s a label some of you might be able to relate to. Still, to this day, 
when I submit a book, I have a hard time labeling it. I know that sounds ridiculous, but all I can say, and usually 
do when someone asks, is that I write romance, but if you don’t like books with words like f-ck, p-ssy, and c-ck in 
them, then my stories are not for you. Hmm . . . how about labeling me that! 
Now, don’t go getting me wrong, I love being labeled as an erotic romance author, and I get all the other labels 
and their importance too. They help the readers to narrow down their options—fiction, “click”; romance, “click”; 
erotic, “click”; contemporary, “click”; suspense, “click”; BDSM, “click” . . . hot damn, that’s a lot of clicking! (I have 
battery-operated toys that require fewer clicks than that to get me to where I need to go!)
Erotic romance novels—aka smutty/trashy novels, steamy romances, bodice-rippers (whatever you want to label 
them, thanks to the notorious trilogy that’s gained national recognition for the genre)—they are the hot new 
“story.”  In the media world, it may be the latest hubbub, but the genre is far from new. As many of you know, 
it’s been around f-o-r-e-v-e-r. Nonetheless, the media is acting as though it’s just been discovered; but I guess to 
some, it has. Welcome newbies!
They’re labeling erotic books  “mommy porn,” and what else is the media saying? It’s aimed at titillating bored 
middle-aged women and horny housewives. Really? Bored? Wow! I don’t know about you, but I’ve got quite a 
few roles going on over here. I’m a chef, laundry attendant, maid, mom, wife, daughter, full-time nurse . . . and 
I’m an erotic romance author too. Am I bored? No way. But after I finish the duties that come with all of these 
roles, I do like to settle down with a book that’s going to fill another role of mine—that of the healthy mid-
dle-aged woman. Yes. I’m not disputing the horny aspect of the above claims made by the media about (house)
wives, and the “healthy” I’m referring to is definitely my sexual appetite. Cause, let’s face it, I’m a hot-blooded 
female and damn proud of it! 
I could go on and on about the difference between all that is porn and all that is erotic, but I’m not even going to 
insult your intelligence (if I have, I do apologize, but if you’re confused, please refer to Google—that’s what I do).  
So, with that being said, “mommy porn”?  Really?
On to my next tumult. Who says you can’t have your sex and read a story too? By most definitions, in an erotic 
romance, sex is an inherent part of the story, character growth, and relationship development and couldn’t be 
removed without damaging the storyline. Be it a BDSM, ménage, kinky fetishes, or just explicit sex with some 
naughty words, and whether it’s a woman in search of her partner’s killer, a woman trying to cure a curse, or a 
woman looking to uncover her past, there MUST be a storyline! That is imperative. 
So, if you’re looking for an erotic, smutty, trashy, steamy, suspenseful, contemporary romance with words like 
f-ck, p-ssy, and c-ck that tells a story, then check out The Forbidden Claim written by my inner hot-blooded mid-
dle-aged woman. Simply “click” www.kellygendron.com (just once) and wallah, viola, me and my labeled erotic 
romance will appear! 

About the Author
Writing, what other way is there to describe it- it’s Kelly’s conviction. After working in the human health field 
profession for nearly two decades, Kelly’s aware of how deficient many people’s busy daily lives are of true human 
connection. Through her writing she strives to reconnect readers with those all-too-rare feelings of unquench-
able desire, heated passion and splendid euphoria. 
Kelly has been faithfully writing for three years but did write her first book ten years ago. She put it down to 
raise her son and then picked it back up when she and her son finally grew up. That’s when she settled into her 
adult life and started to seriously write again. She’s dabbled with paranormal stories, but recently she’s been on a 
Romantic Suspense kick. The recipe for the men in her stories: dark and mysterious, strong and confident and, 
of course, besides magnificent bodies, and shameless aptitudes, they must have a heart you want to rip out of the 
pages (or your e-Reader) and take to bed with you at night.
To find out more about Kelly and her books, visit her at www.kellygendron.com, connect with her on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/KelGendron, or follower her via Twitter: https://twitter.com/KelGendron. 

US Marshall Jinx Collins is an outspoken, free-spirited, and fearless 
woman. It’s that same fearlessness, however, that tends to get her into 

trouble. Jinx questions her life prior to being adopted. When those 
questions lead her to a murderer who’s about to be transported into the 

witness protection program, Jinx decides to kidnap him to see if she 
can uncover the truth. Jed Kane has worked undercover in the human 
trafficking ring for years. When Jed accepts a job to disguise himself as 
one of his worst enemies and take a ride from the correctional facility 
to a secured location, he certainly had not planned on being abducted 

by Jinx Collins. Jed’s uncertain as to how he feels about her touchy-feely 
hands and loose lips—unsure if they irritate him or if they are awaken-

ing his badly behaving desires. Jed knows he must first find out what the 
fanatical little lady wants with a murderer before he can act on whatever 

he’s feeling.

Straight away Jinx is attracted to the resilient and enticing Jed Kane—
the only man who hasn’t backed down from her candor. While Jinx dis-
covers that the questionable criminal may be able to assist her in finding 
out the truth about her past, Jed vows to save Jinx from her daring self. 
Once Jinx starts to understand what Jed feels for her—he wants to own 

her—she demands that he succumb to the raging frenzy. Jed allows him-
self to seduce her body, submitting himself to that dominant need. But 
haunted by a world of unlawful ownership, Jed forbids his cold heart to 

stake its dangerous claim on Jinx Collins.

Locked away in a dark basement, a little boy is waiting to be rescued—
and Jinx’s past holds the key to his prison. If Jinx can finally find the 

truth which holds her fears, and if Jed can forgive himself for his past, 
then not only might they be able to save the boy, but they might also 

discover that their carnal desires really derive from their own prison... 
an inescapable prison of love.



Much To Do About Sex! by Shanon Grey
Okay, so you have this great story. It’s full of suspense and passion. The plot is tight. You’ve managed to put hooks 
at the end of every chapter. Unfortunately, your editor has bled all over it (hopefully, slitting her wrist in the pro-
cess—but I digress). It’s the sex scenes. What to do?

First of all, know your market and your publishing house. Even if you are self-published, you need to know 
where you want to fit and just what you want to have linked to your professional name. There are many, many 
levels of sex out there. Sex scenes range from the very tame—implied but not written in detail—to the very 
explicit—no holds barred, but could find your book banned. What was once considered pornography is often al-
lowed. However, be careful. You could find yourself on tenuous ground. If you think your scenes might not pass 
the “ick” test, think long and hard (no pun intended—well, not too much) about where that will put you, as an 
author, in the future. If you are out to shock and run, and really don’t care what they say about your writing, go 
for it. Just realize, in the long run, when you might want to seek out the “big” houses, they might not want your 
past tagging along with you.

If you are with a publisher, you probably know what they want and/or allow. Some houses will publish stories 
with sex levels up to very sensual under one label and then publish “erotica” under a different label, particularly if 
they are also publishing children’s/teen/young adult fiction as well. If you are interested in a publisher, go to their 
site and find out where they stand regarding the level of sexual content. Don’t send them something they don’t 
want. It’s a waste of your time and theirs. There’s no reason you can’t write different levels yourself. I know many 
authors who write both sweet romance and erotica (generally under different pen names). Just know the parame-
ters of your publishers ahead of time. That makes for much easier writing.

Even if you are writing a softer level of sex, you can still include a lot of sex. When you do, remember some good 
rules of editing often get bent. Head hopping for one. When your characters are in the clinches, it is very nice to 
know what is going on in both (I am guessing there are only two here) of your characters’ minds. My suggestion 
is to keep each one in the forefront for a bit and make damn sure your reader knows who’s saying or thinking 
what. Of course, no knowing could prove entertaining, but only for a moment or two, until the reader gets frus-
trated and loses interest.

Remember, as a species, and definitely as the female of the species, which includes the majority of our readers, 
we want titillation. We crave it. So much so, that even knowing that sex is going to happen, we don’t jump ahead.

We read the build-up, so that when it finally happens we are so ready for it, we are right there with them (figu-
ratively speaking, of course.) So, develop a lot of sexual tension between your main characters. Even when the 
characters have been together before, it’s fun to throw in the tension of having them avoiding the inevitable. 
When it does happen, your readers will clamor for more.

Once you’ve written your scenes, go back and read them with a critical eye as to what is actually happening and 
how you are saying it. I am assuming that, as a writer, you have experienced sex. Otherwise, we are talking some 
serious fiction here. No matter how proficient you are at online research, but there is no research better than 
experience. Think about not only your experiences but the experiences of others as well. You may have difference 
erogenous zones that someone else. Mix it up. If you like soft and sensual, go for it, but don’t leave out the fast 
and wild. Please, however, don’t forget the character you’ve developed. If your character has sex completely out 
of character, don’t forget to address that. There’s nothing like a little remorse and standoffishness to pull in the 
sexual tension.

This brings me to verbiage. Pay attention to how you say what you say. I once had an editor hit me on “nipple 
count.” Yep, you heard me correctly. I had used the word way too often. Find another way of saying it. It’s not as 
easy as you think. And, please, don’t throw in some idiomatic vernacular that will either make your story stall. 
Do you say hooters, boobies, tatas, or breasts? Yes, I’m grinning over here. Seriously, in my experience as an edi-
tor, I have found that the use of the wrong label can stop a reader cold. You definitely don’t want that, or to have 
them rolling on the floor in hysterical laughter during a touching scene. Stick with labels that work for greatest 
number of readers and ones that keep the story moving. On the other hand, you don’t want to become scientific 
(unless the character is). Play it safe and stay in the middle. As writers, we are telling stories—but we are also tell-
ing them to an audience. We want as big an audience as we can get. Keep that in mind when writing all scenes, 
but particularly sex scenes.

I could go on forever, but I won’t. Instead, remember, practice makes perfect. Now, go write.



Do you enjoy reading about sex acts you wouldn’t do? 
by Cassandra Carr

The answer is probably yes, based on the astronomical sales of THE BOOKS THAT SHALL NOT BE NAMED. 
After all, even though the BDSM is really quite tame (seriously, it is), I doubt you’re all in possession of a fully 
equipped play room. So why do you enjoy reading about sex acts you’d never consider doing yourself?
 
To get a vicarious thrill?

To learn more and possibly demystify it?

Because you have no other choice if you want to read that book?

Let’s take each one at a time. The vicarious thrill aspect is easy to believe. After all, the reason we read romance is 
to experience the vicarious thrill of falling in love. How many of you read romances NOT hoping to “fall in love” 
with the hero? Not me. I want to take those heroes home and tie them to my bed. Oops, just outed myself as a 
practitioner of BDSM, Not really, but I had you going, didn’t I?
 
So even if you aren’t willing to take on two men at once, or be restrained and flogged, or even to have sex in 
multiple positions multiple times in one night, it’s kind of entertaining to read about the heroines that get that 
treatment and the heroes who give it to them - literally.
 
The next reason may be a little harder to believe, but I think it’s more common than people realize. Now, we all 
know novels are fiction, but for the most part, sex acts are written as they actually are. Maybe the amount of plea-
sure the heroine gets is exaggerated a little, but I know when I write any double penetration scene I mention how 
full the heroine feels, how it burns when that second man joins the fun, etc. 
 
When I’m writing BDSM, I talk about the line of pleasure and pain. There is one. A spanking is still a spanking, 
no matter where and how it’s given, and spankings - usually - do not tickle. They hurt. But the endorphins kick 
in and that’s where the line between pleasure and pain blurs. As a reader you might wonder what it would feel 
like to deal with two different penises lodged into various orifices. Could I have said that in an even less sexy 
way? I don’t think so. Moving on, so if you wonder about that, you read some menage books.
 
Then there’s the third school of thought, that of readers who will slog their way through reading about a sex act 
they wouldn’t do, because they want to read the rest of the story. And this does happen. Everyone is different and 
we all like different things, so it stands to reason there’s a faction of readers who will either completely skip over 
parts or skim them.
 
What do you think of these three (completely unscientific) theories?

Interview: Amber Skyze
Welcome Amber! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write? 
Hi! I’m a mom, wife and writer. I live in the small state of RI. I write erotic contemporary and paranormal 
romance.
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre? 
I started off reviewing erotic when it was still considered taboo. At the time I wrote sensual romances. I loved 
what I was reviewing and decided to turn my attention to a sexier genre. 
Why do you think sex sells? 
It’s hot. It’s every man and woman’s fantasy and in all reality a lot of people are living these lives. 
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much? 
Maya Banks and Jaci Burton. I’m a huge fan of Jayne Rylon and Cari Quinn too. 
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? 
In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, or did it just flow naturally for you? In the be-
ginning it was easy. The words flowed, the scenes came naturally. Now it’s becoming more difficult to write the 
unique sex scenes.
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica? 
Romance and a good plot.
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel? 
The sex is hotter and the language a tad stronger. 
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot? 
I’m a pantser. It normally starts with a line in a song or a name will strike a scene in my head. Once I have a 
glimmer of an idea, I sit down and let the character take over.
Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would go about 
distinguishing the two? 
Porn is just sex. There’s no plot. It’s sex for the sake of sex.
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? 
If so, can you tell us a little about it? At the moment I’m not writing. I’m taking a short break, unless the muse 
gets too demanding.
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there? 
Never give up. If you’re uncomfortable creating vivid sex scenes that leaves little to the imagination, keep learn-
ing your craft until you’re comfortable. 



Interview: Roz Lee
Welcome Roz! Can you tell the readers a little bit about yourself and the books you write?
Thanks so much for inviting me over. I don’t think readers understand how little writers get out and about, so 
this is a real treat.
I’ve been married to the best guy in the world for over three decades. We have two lovely daughters who outshine 
us in every way possible, and one very old Labrador Retriever who has no idea of her canine heritage.
I’m very fortunate that my family supports my writing whole-heartedly even though telling people exactly what 
I write can sometimes be a little embarrassing. I think my worst moment of doubt ever came when my oldest in-
formed me her boyfriend had read some of my work. Yipes!! That wasn’t something I ever expected to encounter 
when I started writing erotic romance. 
Why exactly did you decide to write in the erotic fiction genre?
I wrote my first erotic romance – The Lust Boat on a whim. While on a Caribbean cruise with my family (yep, 
all of them) an idea popped into my head and I started writing as soon as I got off the ship. Up until then, I’d 
only written mainstream romance and pretty much steered away from explicit sex scenes and no one was more 
surprised than me to discover I had a talent for writing sex!
Why do you think sex sells? 
I think women like to read about romance, and sex is an integral part of any romantic relationship. Keeping it 
fresh and exciting as the years go by can be a real challenge for couples, so I think reading about sex can inspire 
creativity in the bedroom and rekindle the imagination when it’s been squashed by the pressures of day to day 
life.
Can you name some of your favorite erotica authors and/or books out there and tell us why you love them so 
much?
Wow. There are so many fantastic writers out there. I love everything by Eden Bradley/Eve Berlin. I’m also a big 
fan of Jennifer Lynne and Tara Lain. They all have different styles, but their characters are so well crafted that I 
wish I knew them in real life. For me, that’s the mark of an excellent writer.
How do you go about writing a good sex scene? In the beginning of your writing career, did you find it difficult, 
or did it just flow naturally for you?
I still write sex scenes the same way I wrote my very first one – organically. I let the characters lead me into the 
scene and I simply translate their actions into words. I know that sounds kooky, like I’m channeling spirits or 
something, but that’s how I write. I try to imagine the scene in my head and as the characters interact I think 
about what they would be seeing, feeling, etc. and show that to the reader so they can experience it too. I’d be 
lying if I said it was easy every time. It’s not. Sometimes sex is just sex, but more often than not in my books, it’s 
all wrapped up with emotions too, and that adds another level of challenge for me.
What do you think are the most important components to writing good erotica?
As I said before, the emotions are important to me. They can run the gamut from extreme happiness to the deep-
est heartbreak, and letting the reader experience them right along with your characters is key.
In your opinion, what do you think is the difference between a romance novel and an erotic novel?
Sex. Mainstream romance novels incorporate sex, they just do it behind closed doors leaving the reader to fill 
in the blanks themselves. In an erotic novel, the reader gets to go right into the bedroom and slip between the 
sheets with the characters. No imagination needed!
Tell me about your writing process. How do you come up with the characters in your books? How about the 
plot?
The process varies for me. Sometimes, like with The Lust Boat, I come up with a premise first and create the 
characters to fit the situation. Other times, like with Inside Heat, the characters come first and I have to figure 
out what’s going on in their lives. The whole thing can take anywhere from a few weeks to a few years to form in 
my head before I write the story. 

Some readers out there might believe that erotica and pornography are one in the same. How would go about 
distinguishing the two? 
Porn is all about the physical aspects of sex while erotica explores the emotional relationship between the charac-
ters as well. Most porn is directed at men who are very visual creatures. Erotica adds the relationship aspect that 
appeals more to women.
Are you currently working on anything new at the moment? If so, can you tell us a little about it?
Currently, I’m working on a mainstream romance that will come out under a different pseudonym so as not to 
confuse Roz’s fans, but at the same time I’ve got the next two erotic romances in the Mustangs Baseball series 
running around in my head fighting to see which one I’ll write first! The heroes of both books will be new char-
acters for my readers, but they won’t be disappointed. These guys are hot!
Any words of advice for the aspiring erotica writers out there?
Read the genre and all its sub-genres so you can get a feel for the different styles of writing from different au-
thors. Then develop your own style. That’s what will get your work noticed. 

Professional baseball players Jeff and Jason Holder are at the top of 
their game. Jeff is the Texas Mustangs’ closer, revered throughout 
the Major League for throwing inside heat, while his twin brother 

Jason is the team’s starting catcher and star hitter. The two have 
always shared more than their identical DNA, so when they meet 

Megan Long, it’s no wonder they both want her.
 

Megan doesn’t know baseball, but she does know a sexy guy when 
she sees one - or two. Unable to resist their charms, Megan finds 

herself in bed with both of them, but falling in love with only one. 

When a potentially career-ending injury sidelines Jeff, his ego takes 
a hit too. Megan finds herself on the outside – the dirty little secret. 
It doesn’t help that Jeff has gotten the wrong impression about her 

and his brother. 

It will take more than a little physical therapy for Jeff to mend his 
arm, and his relationship with Megan.




